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Prototypes

People suffering from loss of peripheral vision may soon be able to o n Ste r
replace the canes they use to sweep the sidewalk for obstacles with

eyeglasses that show them what lies beyond the limits of their vision. The

Y
glasses may also lead to technologies that enable the legally blind to ” it S out there,
return to driving their cars. it's in here.
The specs, invented by Eli Peli, a senior Article Tools Verizon Yellow Pages"
scientist at Schepens Eye Research Institute  Biprinter friendly SUperpages.com

in Boston, have a camera on one arm that
““sees" the objects that people with tunnel

. EFE-mail to a friend

vision -- a severely debilitating condition -- . [EFBusiness RSS feed :

cannot. The frames project miniaturized EReprins & Licensing LEHERS [BUBIIERS (MEHE

““cartoon" outlines of the peripheral objects ) # IBM unit works with German patent office
onto the lenses, which act as a see-through . m" Save this article » DRS gets $18.8M contract from Army
display, Peli says. He is developing the - powered by Del.icio.us o ot ] .

eyeglasses with Westwood-based igeria estimates oil impact of attacks
MicroOptical Corp., which makes eyewear that ~ More: ¥ Allstate names Robert D. Beyer to board

. Business section

is a ““personal media viewer" for playing i
. Latest business news

games and watching videos.

F Valassis expects to cancel Advo merger

¥ More business news

Tunnel vision affects one in 200 Americans over 55, says Peli, who is
also an ophthalmology professor at Harvard University. He compares the BOSTON.COM'S MOST E-MAILED
effect of tunnel vision, which is caused by glaucoma and retinitis

pigmentosa, to viewing the world through a paper towel tube. . FEmotional intelligence’ a new hiring criteria

At first, the person with tunnel vision can turn his head and eyes toward - PA new low in Bush-hatred

an object whose outline is brought into in his field of view by the glasses. . PA job-search site for those who eschew retirement
Soon enough, the outlines themselves should become instantly
recognizable, so the wearer won't have to stop, turn, and inspect the
same fireplug or lamppost every time, Peli says.
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. MMedical insurance hikes loom in Mass.
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Peli and his colleagues have been testing the glasses with subjects

walking on a treadmill through a virtual shopping mall projected before SEARCH THE ARCHIVES

them. Remarkably, the test subjects appear to be able to judge the

relative distances of the miniaturized outlines superimposed on their I | @
forward field of vision, which means they can avoid new obstacles
outside their peripheral view without looking directly at them, Peli says. O Today (free) ® Past 30 days
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Cardholder will block the sneaky readers
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